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discussion about the state of the environment, viewed through the lens of 

history, featured the actor/director Robert Redford, a friend of 

Momaday’s. One of the pervasive themes of the event was earth’s relation 
to the stars. Momaday has written in The Man Made of Words about the 

necessity of knowing where we stand in relation to the stars. As a “friend 
of the earth”, Redford is concerned that people find a “sacred way to look 
at earth”. For Momaday, “nature is full of mystery” and we have the 
obligation to “safeguard our grandchildren’s existence”, so that they too 
may experience a sense of awe in a healthy environment. 
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