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«Waiting for the Tulips to Bloom: Adrift in Istanbul»  
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    Inside Out in Istanbul  , 
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’    .    «Waiting 

for the Tulips to Bloom: Adrift in Istanbul»,     
 , є    ,   
,     є    ,   

є : «Given the importance of children in Turkish marriages, the 

disbelief and amazement I saw on the women’s faces was only to be 

expected. After all, I didn’t have children yet my husband stayed with me» 

[5, c. 241]. 

.  є       
«  »   : «Before they could comment I 

continued,”I am the second wife.” This prompted another question to 

which I replied, “No, not two wives at the same time. My husband had a 
wife before.” They all nod happily. They are pleased I am not one of up to 

four wives allowed under Islamic law» [5, c. 241]. 
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 .     є,      
  є  : «Turkish houses are so 

clean I always have nightmares before inviting Turkish friends to our 

place. Everything has to be cleaned within an inch of its life, and then 

guests, unless they are really close, long time friends, never even use the 

bathroom and rarely stay beyond the dining table or the couch» [5, c. 74]. 

  є ,  є . , є ,  
є     є   -  

 : «In Turkey, time spent drinking tea is used to 

assess one another while talking about mundane topics. A business 

meeting, no matter how tense, can’t start unless you say yes to a glass of 
tea and at list take a sip. Up until that point conversation is strictly 

limited to the weather and if in Istanbul, the abominable state of the 

traffic that day (any day in actual fact). It is only after everyone has drunk 

theirs that the serious discussions can begin» [5, c. 86]. 

   є     
,     є     

є  ,         
    : «… we have all downed several glasses 

and refused offers of more…»[5, c. 87]. 
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