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Reading  (4 points)

Read the text  and summarize it in 5 sentences minimum. What is your opinion on the matter?

FIREFOX TO REPEAT AFTER CHROME AND ADD ANTI-AD FILTER IN 2018

Mozilla plans to follow Google by adding an ad filter to its Firefox browser this fall, the company noted in an open-to-all 2018 roadmap released last week. "Over the next year or so, Firefox will take a stand against tracking, intrusive ads, and other dark patterns on the web by blocking the worst content and more clearly communicating the privacy and other protections the browser offers," wrote Asa Dotzler, the Mozilla product manager in charge of the Firefox roadmap, in the online document. Dotzler described the Firefox filtering only in the broadest strokes. The browser will filter "certain types of ads by default," he said, adding that Mozilla is currently "researching [the] types of advertisements that should be blocked”.

Whether by design or not, Dotzler's description resembles Google's portrayal of the ad filtering system the search firm added to Chrome in February. Google, like Mozilla, called the feature a filter rather than more common blocker, the label for software that scrubs all online ads from website pages.

Other milestones on Mozilla's map range from a plan to continue the push for more performance and additional APIs (application programming interfaces) for add-on development, to breach alerts and blocking of auto-play video content.

Some, such as the breach alerts and auto-play blockades, were begun earlier, but are to debut in the production-quality version of the browser this year. The former is to be powered by the "Have I Been Pwned" service, which aims to track data leaks and breaches, then identify the originating sites. When finished, the feature will alert Firefox users, post-leak, that their log-in credentials may have been compromised, then urge them to change passwords.

Stopping videos from automatically starting has become a cause célèbre among browser makers, which are always looking for a way to cater to users, separate themselves from rivals, or both. Chrome, too, has instituted a ban on auto-play that is to become its rule of the road within weeks when version 66 launches.

Mozilla will also try to regain its reputation as an add-on impresario. That standing was damaged when the developer mandated a modernized extension framework - part of an overall effort to make the browser more stable and less susceptible to exploitation - as of Firefox 57 in November 2017. Dotzler's roadmap highlights multiple bullet points in the plan, including using aggregate browser telemetry to recommend add-ons and an expansion of available APIs so add-on developers can craft more sophisticated applets.

It's difficult to gauge how likely Mozilla will make the many milestones Dotzler set for the remainder of the year. While the overall document had a distinctly mission-statement voice - Mozilla, said Dotzler, will do this, will do that - it's just as much a wish list as a definitive schedule. 

Language focus

Task 1 (3 points)

Answer the questions in 2-3 sentences:

1. What is the difference between pharming and phishing?

2. What is a backdoor?

Task 2 (4 points)

Make your own sentences using the words in the box. Please, underline the words.

to expose, to be compliant with, freeware, malicious, to target, to get rid of, tools of the trade

Task 3 (3 points)

Remake the active sentences into passive voice.

1. The Weasleys used the prize money for a trip to Egypt

2. Another owl delivers the usual Hogwarts' letter with instructions about classes, textbooks, and supplies.

3. Professor McGonagall has included a permission form that a parent or guardian needs to sign

4. Harry doubts he can persuade the Dursleys to sign it

5. Harry must endure yet another unhappy summer at the Dursleys.

6. Everyone is watching the new kitchen TV.

7. Uncle Vernon warns Harry to keep a civil tongue and that there will not be any funny stuff (presumably meaning magic).

8. Workers are building a new fun park in town.

9. When did they translate this book into English ?

10. Some dangerous looking men were following me the whole evening.

Writing (6 points)

Express your opinion on the issue “Preventive measures or how to save your confidential data over the Internet” (8-10 sentences). Try to use as much semester vocabulary as possible.
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Reading  (4 points)

Read the text  and summarize it in 3-5 sentences. What is your opinion on the matter?

WHAT’S NEW IN GOOGLE’S DART LANGUAGE

Google’s Dart language, once positioned a potential replacement for JavaScript in the browser, is being rebooted for client-side web and mobile development in Version 2 of the language. A beta version is now available.

Dart 2 features a strengthened type system, a cleaned-up syntax, and a rebuilt developer tool chain. Dart has a succinct syntax and can run on a VM with a just-in-time compiler, with the compiler enabling stateful, hot reload during mobile development.

Developers also gain from fast development cycles where code can be edited, compiled, and replaced in apps running on a device. Compiling code ahead of time provides fast startup, Google said.

Dart can be compiled to native code for ARM and x86 platforms. Google has used the language to build applications for iOS, Android, and the web.

Dart 2 features

Capabilities for client-side development in Dart 2 include:

Strong typing to catch bugs earlier, boost quality, and improve applications built by large teams.

Defining the UI as code so the need for context switching between a UI markup language and the programming language is reduced.

The language also has web-specific libraries such as dart:html and a full web framework.

Language focus

Task 1 (3 points)

Answer the question in 2-3 sentences:

1. What is web development?

2. What is website’s visibility?

Task 2 (4 points)

Make your own sentences using the words in the box. Please, underline the words.

to handle, peripherals, back end payment, ultimately, CSS, to fizzle out, search engine, hotspot

Task 3 (3 ponts)

Remake the active sentences into passive voice.

1. Harry  is reading A History of Magic.

2. Uncle Vernon locked Harry's school trunk in the cupboard

3. Harry had to pick the cupboard lock and steal his books, quill, parchment, and ink, in order to do his homework.

4. Ron sends Harry a Pocket Sneakoscope and a Daily Prophet article about Ron’s father winning a contest.

5. If he behaves as they ask during Marge's visit, Uncle Vernon will sign his Hogsmeade permission slip.

6. The Knight Bus will take him to London for eleven sickles.

7. We have lost our keys.

8. You should open your workbooks.

9. They were singing a song in the lesson yesterday. 

10. Where did they invent gun powder ?

Writing (6 points)

Express your opinion on the issue “Programming VS system administration: which job is better?” (8-10 sentences). Try to use as much semester vocabulary as possible.
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Reading  (4 points)

Read the text  and summarize it in 3-5 sentences. What is your opinion on the matter?

HP AND SANDISK JOIN FORCES TO CREATE STORAGE 1000X FASTER THAN NAND FLASH

HP and SanDisk are plotting new storage technology that could be 1,000 times faster than flash memory, though they’ll face some competition along the way.

Details on the new technology are scarce, but the goal is to create a “universal memory” that serves as both long-term storage and RAM, the Wall Street Journal reports. The goal is to commercialize this technology some time between 2018 and 2020.

Why this matters: Today’s computers offer RAM and storage separately, because the former is much more expensive and purges its data when the machine powers down. Programs and files are stored on flash memory, but during use they’ll load some data into RAM for faster short-term access. A single type of memory for both short- and long-term storage could boost a PC’s performance dramatically.

HP and SanDisk aren’t the only ones with eyes on next-generation memory. Earlier this year, Intel and Micron announced a partnership on a new type of storage, touting the same “1,000 times” performance improvements. Originally dubbed 3D XPoint, the technology will commercially be known as Intel Optane, and is scheduled to hit the market in 2016—well ahead of HP and SanDisk.

The two companies aren’t just looking at servers, which are often the first stop for new storage technology. Intel aims to have Optane in laptops next year as well, and is introducing storage controllers, interfaces, and interconnects to help make it happen. HP and SanDisk are also collaborating on computer systems that use their storage technology.

The Wall Street Journal’s report sheds some light on why the companies may be entering such fierce competition in the first place: Neither Intel/Micron nor HP/SanDisk plan to license their technology, which means you won’t see it on products from Seagate, Samsung or other storage vendors.

The licensing model typically ends with vendors racing to the bottom on pricing, but apparently that won’t be the case with this technology. In other words, expect to pay a premium for those faster speeds, unless (or until) another entity comes up with something similar that all vendors can use.

Language focus

Task 1 (4 points)

Answer the question in 2-3 sentences:

1. What basic IT departments are there in any serious company?

2. What is the difference between a workstation and a supercomputer?

3. What are the main characteristics of a monitor?

Task 2 (3 points)

Complete the sentences with the words from the box. There are 2 extra words.

measurement, word processor, permanent, flexible, to spin, vigorous, performance, quality assurance, slim, to attach

1. When HDD ______ it is dangerous to hit it expose to any other shocks. 

2. He was a very energetic person, so his movement were always __________.

3. You need a good __________  to edit this document.

4. ROM is a ________ type of memory.

5. Computer’s ___________ is influenced mainly by the hardware installed.

6. New displays are very _________ but fragile.

7. _____________ department plays an important role in  effective service.

8. You need __________ all RAM cards to the motherboard correctly.

Task 3 (3 points)

Put the verbs in the correct tense to complete the text

1. He met his wife when he __________ (work) in Brussels.

2. You can turn off the radio. I ____________ (not listen) to it.

3. Where _________ (you / have) dinner yesterday?

4. This exercise is difficult. I __________ (help) you to do it.

5. What ____________ (you / cook) tonight?

6. ____________ (you / finish) your homework yet?

7. My father ___________ (go) to the bank. He’ll be back soon.

8. My cousin is a writer. He __________ (write) three novels.

9. When ______________ (Barack Obama / become) president of the USA?

10. It’s my birthday next week- Don’t worry! I ____________ (not forget) it.

Writing (6 points)

Write down what you  know on the issue “The basics of PC architecture” (8-10 sentences). Try to use as much semester vocabulary as possible.
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Read the text  and summarize it in 5 sentences minimum. What is your opinion on the matter?

U.S. TO HAVE 200-PETAFLOP SUPERCOMPUTER BY EARLY 2018

The U.S. plans to have a supercomputer by early 2018 with roughly double the performance of China's newest and most powerful system. The Chinese system, Sunway TaihuLight, was announced Monday in the latest release of the Top500, the biannual ranking of publicly known supercomputers.

Sunway TaihuLight can reach a theoretical peak speed of 124.5 petaflops, and has achieved 93 petaflops on the Linpack benchmark, used by the Top500 to assess the performance of supercomputers. The latest ranking of the world's publicly disclosed supercomputers was released Monday at a supercomputing conference in Germany.

The U.S. Dept. of Energy's (DOE) Oak Ridge National Laboratory is expecting an IBM system -- named Summit, capable of 200 petaflops -- in early 2018. (A petaflop equals one quadrillion floating point operations per second.) This system will use IBM Power9 and Nvidia Volta GPUs.

The DOE, in a statement responding to the news Monday about China's supercomputer, said U.S. supercomputing capabilities "have grown exponentially by a factor of 300,000" since 1993. "High-performance computing remains an integral priority for the DOE," the statement said.

The DOE, which buys many of the supercomputers used by the U.S. government for scientific research, has two other major supercomputers planned for 2018.

One system, named Sierra, is a planned 150-petaflop IBM system that will be located at the Lawrence Livermore National Lab, and is scheduled to be available for use by mid-2018. A third supercomputer, a Cray and Intel system called Aurora, is due by late 2018, at the Argonne National Laboratory.

While China may be leading the U.S. in performance for now, the American government and some analysts believe the true test of a supercomputer lies in its ability to run many different types of applications.

That point was reiterated today by the DOE, which, in its statement, said the "strength of the U.S. program lies not just in hardware capability, but also in the ability to develop software that harnesses high-performance computing for real-world scientific and industrial applications."

Language focus

Task 1 (4 points)

Answer the questions in 2-3 sentences:

1. How are peripheral devices classified?

2. What is the difference between a laptop and a server?

3. What does a hard drive consist of?

Task 2 (3 points)

Complete the sentences with the words from the box. There are 2 extra words.

socket, to erase, liquid, to receive, current, brightness, built-in, to verify, to expand, rear

1. Formatting ________ all the data on HDD.

2. _______ political events are absurd.

3. Signature is used ______ your identity.

4. Some USB ports are situated in the ____ part of a case.

5. In order to expand your RAM you should buy some additional cards.

6. Monitor _______ can be regulated.

7. I _________ your e-mail yesterday.

8. How many _______ are there on the motherboard?

Task 3 (3 points)

Put the verbs in the correct tense to complete the text

1. I think it ___________ (rain) this afternoon.

2. John _________ (speak) to Susan a minute ago.

3. Would you like a coffee? No, thanks. I ________ (already / have) four cups today.

4. By Saturday next week, I ---- (work) on this painting for exactly one month.

5. We ---- (look for) her ring for two hours when we found it in the bathroom.

6. They were very tired in the evening because they ---- (help) on the farm all day.

7. Do you know what time the 10:45 plane ---- (arrive) in Chicago?

8. When Sarah graduated from university next year, she ---- (study) English for nearly four years.

9. I’m sure they __________ (lose) the match.

10. I __________ (not see) my grandparents since last summer.
Writing (6 points)

Write down what you  know on the issue “The basics of PC architecture” (8-10 sentences). Try to use as much semester vocabulary as possible.

