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THE USAGE OF PREFIXATION IN WORD FORMATION

Word formation has become one of the actual problems nowadays, because it is connected with the level of education and many philologists strive for coping with this problem. 

It is necessary to mention that affixation can be defined as an essential area of lexicology, which studies the structure of existing words and the processes of their rebuilding which are decomposable into structure and semantic [1, p. 110].

Thus, correct word formation depends on good knowledge and can make the language more diverse, so it is so important to know how to create new words. The process of word formation includes such processes as suffixation and prefixation.

For example, prefixation is the construction of words by the addition of prefixes, which are derivational morphemes. Prefixes are letters which we add to the beginning of a word to produce a new word with another meaning. They can create words with contrary or pessimistic meaning and express dependence of manner, places or even time.

The most common prefixes in the English language are the following:

un- (e.g. unwise [2, p. 36]; unsuccess [2, p. 118]; unwed [2, p. 22];  unfortunately [2, p. 14]);

de- (e.g. detrimental [2, p. 60]; desensitization [2, p. 54]);

dis- (e.g. disastrous [2, p. 43];  dissipation [2, p. 55];  disadvantage [2, p. 78]; to disorder [2, p. 110]);

ex- (e.g. exaggeration [2, p. 75];  exhusband [2, p. 19]; exposed [2, p. 164]);

re- (reunion [2, p. 20];  resurface [2, p.171]; to regain [2, p. 38]);

trans- (transaction [2, p. 195];  transfer [2, p. 139]);

mis- (e.g. mispronounciation [2,p. 157]);  

il-, in- (e.g. illegible [2 ,p. 75]; interfere [2, p. 94]); 

over- (e.g. to overlap [2, p. 10]).

That is why grammar knowledge allows people to achieve accurate formation of a large amount of words with a clear set of rules for their usage, which guarantees that the word will be formed in the right way.

To sum up, there are a lot of problems devoted to word-formation and in order to solve these problems people should be acquainted with multifarious types of prefixes in order to create new words skillfully and be able to choose the right way of word-formation.
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