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TRAGEDIES OF ORDINARY FAMILY GENERATIONS AND 

SHARP SPIKES OF LOVE IN MASTERPIECE SAGA  
“THE THORN BIRDS” BY COLLEEN MCCULLOUGH’S 

It’s hard to find a more encyclopedic and instructive story about a 
thrilling story of forbidden love and pursuit of happiness against the 
backdrop of historical events of a rapidly changing world, than a novel by 
Colleen McCullough "The Thorn Birds". After reading once again we see 
the common truth that sometimes love is cruel. 

The story between Ralph and Meggie is very timeless because it deals 
with forbidden love and wanting what we cannot have. Even though the 
two eventually give into their carnal desires, they can be never able to 
have a relationship. 

Maggie, like a bird from an old Celtic legend, which spend their entire 
lives in search of a Bush to be killed on his spikes, singing her last 
sweatiest song. 

The book is so comprehensive that it is difficult to judge about artistic 
value. That monumental work has linked the family Saga about three 
generations of an Australian family from 1915 to 1969 with the 
development of Britain, New Zealand and Australia, including the 
dimensional deviation about the events of the early and mid-twentieth 
century. 

This book has it all: an exotic setting, unexpected plot twists, an 
exceptional emotion, a subtle and convincing psychological portraits. But 
above all it is a genuine hymn to the great love, in all its forms: love to the 
native land, love for children and parents, love to God... 

The author's most popular book has a few overtly moral messages. It 
has shown the lack of freedom for the women who are dependent on men 
and have few options without them. It tells the different experiences and 
fates of four major female characters, among which Meggie is the most 
important one. This thesis makes a feminist study on women’s transition 
and growth. Such a pure and beautiful story about the life of the Cleary 
family. I never thought that can be such interesting and beautiful to write 
about the lives of most ordinary people, with the most common value 
sand desires: to live, love and be happy. 

 


