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THE USE OF SLANG AMONGST PEERS AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF THEIR OVERALL DEVELOPMENT AS INDIVIDUALS
Nowadays youth slang has become one of the issues of acute linguistic and sociological interest. Much debate has already been done by the scientists in this domain; still, there seems to be particular aspects of a problem that need some kind of scientific interference and investigation.

The actuality of a stated problem is primarily connected with the negative attitude related to slang in the community as peripheral, brutal phenomenon of lexical-semantic system of language that is not eligible for researches, in particular Ukrainian. But what does youth slang mean and what are its effects on teenage growing up and personal development?

Slang as a sociolect is an integral part of the Ukrainian language. It is one of its functional styles that is usually used by teenagers and youth and an important part of their personal development and growing up.

Slang is based on values ​​and aspirations of adolescent period. This special language supports a sense of community, cohesion and understanding within the group. An individual can feel more certain about his/her affiliation to the aggregate of people, culture group so to say to feel one’s identity. Slang is also seen as the desire to add the elements or features of a game to boring reality. Creating a “special” language, a person continues to play, violates or breaks the stated rules, feels creative and original. 

Slang makes the language more emotional, intensive, and expressive. By saying this we mean that the emotional life of a teenager is very saturated, all the events are experienced sharp and sometimes exaggerated; therefore, slang expressions – concise and loud – are convenient shortcuts for symbolising emotional being of a person. They help teenagers to make their emotional life more understandable for themselves. Moreover, this way to express emotions is very appropriate to teenagers experiencing hormonal and psychological adjustment but having blurred orientation in their emotional storms. 

 In its turn, the psychologists put emphasis on slang as a mechanism for protection meaning that like humour it protects us from mental overload. A typical example – the impact of the 11th September attacks on American language of students. In New York schools, strict teachers are now called “terrorists” and measures to restore discipline – “true jihad”. This is not cruelty and lack of understanding of the tragedy. On the contrary, using the language teens reduce the significance of too frightening events to cope with difficult feelings of powerlessness and fear.

 In short, slang reflects the two main tasks of adolescent years: the searching of oneself in the midst of that complex world, one’s own identity and the journey from childhood to youth by violent emotional rivers.
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