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THE CANADIAN EXPERIENCE IN SOCIAL WORK TRAINING

Nowadays tertiary qualification is very important, because everyone should have some store of knowledge in his/her working fields and be able to obtain knowledge. This statement is also applied to social workers. No developed nation can exist without social workers with university degree, including Ukraine. 

Social workers help people who do not have social protection: old people, disabled people, children deprived of “normal family education”, people with mental disorders, alcoholics, drug addicts, infected by AIDS, “risk groups” and people with deviant behavior in solving their problems. 

The danger of social conflicts and depression has increased because of current conditions of the economic crisis, unemployment, a sharp change in the nature and forms of social relations and a loss of social prospects for many people. All these factors strengthen the importance in professional training of social workers. A similar crisis was experienced by a large number of countries. Canada has shown one of the best results of crisis overcoming which affected the quality of training of social workers in this country.

The problem of training specialists in social work in Canada was studied by N.O. Mykytenko, who states that training of social workers is carried out at universities of this country at several levels: bachelor, master, doctoral, short-term training courses, training supervisors, managers, students' practice etc. The researcher introduces the following ways of creative use of the best achievements of the Canadian experience: 

a) to follow the principles of consistency, flexibility, individual approach to the student; 

b) to improve the content of training programs for social workers in Ukraine at all levels; 

c) to expand the use of interactive teaching methods, presentations, trainings, innovative methods of employment;

d) to attract students to perform independent tasks; 

e) to increase the number of training hours for practical training of students; 

f) to intensify the process of computerization of library collections, catalogs, increase the access to the Internet; 

g) to set mandatory requirement for students, who involved into departments of extramural studies to work in the social sphere; 

h) to promote distance education;

i) to establish centers that assist students in learning; 

j) to introduce the interdisciplinary specialization that combine the knowledge and skills related to social work fields: medicine and social work, law and social work, education and social work; 

k) to enable postgraduate education professionals; 

l) to develop social work as a scientific field [1].

We support Mykytenko's suggestions in training of social workers. Their fulfillment can help us to make social work in Ukraine better.
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