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Text 1. THE SOCIOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE
1. Read the text.

Who Do You Think You Are? is a BBC programme that gets celebrities to research their family’s roots. They find out about their ancestors, sometimes travelling across the world to interview relatives. They discover that their family histories include every type of person imaginable: heroes, liars, geniuses, soldiers, inventors and even kings.

In one episode, model Jodie Kidd learns that she is the great-granddaughter of newspaper owner Lord Beaverbrook, who was a politician during both world wars. Jodie also discovers that her great-grandfather on her mother’s side of the family made a fortune from building ships during World War I and received letters from the King of England and Winston Churchill.

And on the subject of kings, Olympic athlete Matthew Pinsent finds that he is related to Edward I, one of the most famous kings in British history. Another Olympic gold medallist, Colin Jackson, takes a DNA test and discovers that he is fifty-five per cent sub-Saharan African, thirty-eight per cent European and seven per cent American Indian. The last result comes as quite a surprise!

Davina McCall, presenter of Big Brother, knows her mother’s side of the family is from France. She goes to Paris and finds out that her great-grandfather, Celestin Hennion, was famous throughout France as head of the French police. He once received a medal from King George V to say ‘thank you’ for organising security for the king’s trip to France in 1914.

Not everyone on the programme finds good news about their family history. Jerry Springer learns of a tragic story: his parents escaped Nazi Germany three days before the start of World War II but other family members died in the war. And Actress Kim Cattrall discovers that her grandfather, from Liverpool, UK, abandoned his family, including three young daughters. He didn’t go far. Forty miles down the road in Manchester, he started another family.

Finally, Nigella Lawson, a famous chef whose father was a British politician, discovers that one of her relatives was a thief from the Netherlands. After being sentenced to prison, he escaped to England, which is how the Lawsons ended up in London.

2. Answer the questions on the text.

1. Who has a royal ancestor?

2. Who has a relative who was a policeman?

3. Who has roots in three continents?

4. Who has a relative who started a second family?

5. Who has an ancestor who built boats?

6. Who has a criminal relative?

3. Find words or phrases in the text that match meanings below.

1) a lot of money; 2) someone who won a gold medal in sport; 3) making arrangements so someone is safe; 5) extremely sad; 6) left someone (or something) in a bad condition; 7) given a punishment for a crime.
4. Complete the conversations. Use a verb from the box and a contraction of had better or had better not, depending on the meaning.

	arrive     ask     be     call     hurry     walk


1. A: Is the gift shop still open?

B: Yes, it is. But you ______ . It closes in five minutes.

2. A: When does the sales meeting begin?

B: At 2:00 sharp. We ______ late.

3. A: Do you think I could walk to the museum from here?

B: Well, it looks like rain. You ______ . You should take a taxi instead.

4. A: Do you think we could get a table at Carlo’s for dinner on Friday?

B: Well, it gets pretty busy. You _____ the concierge to make a reservation for you.

5. A: Hello, front desk? I’m trying to connect to the Internet but I can’t seem to get online.

B: I'm so sorry. I ______ the business centre for you. They can send someone up to check it.

6. A: Is the fitness centre open early tomorrow?

B: Yes. It opens at 7:00. But you ______ early. It gets very crowded after 7:30.

5. Underline the correct alternative in sentences below.

1. I would like to build/make a film. 2. The doctor cured/cared me. 3. This hero rescued/saved my life! 4. Sometimes businesses can become/ develop very successful. 5. My friend Jack spends/goes most of his time watching TV. 6. She lost her job after being arrested by/for a crime. 7. I played/was the role of Hamlet. 8. The criminal spent/passed ten years in prison.

6. Underline the correct alternative.

1. I’d like to become famous so/to/because I’m going to study acting. 2. I’m doing an English course so/to/because improve my speaking. 3. I’ll do many jobs in the future so/to/because I like to try different things. 4. You need to communicate well so/to/because become successful in my job. 5. I’d like to make a film about my life so/to/because I’ve had many great experiences. 6. I’d love to spend time abroad so/to/because experience another culture. 7. I’m going to take an exam so/to/because I have to study a lot. 8. It’s difficult to be an impostor so/to/because you can never relax.

Text 2. SOCIALIZATION AND THE LIFE COURSE
1. Read the text.

Looking at your bank balance should carry a health warning these days. But while many of us are struggling to pay for the basics such as food, fuel, housing and transport, there are an awful lot of expenses that aren’t essential but chip away at our bank balance regardless. Here are some reasons you’re broke.

The very latest footwear and your professional-standard racquet / bat / clubs / bike will not make you better at your sport. The same goes for DIY addicts: a laser spirit level is no better at getting a shelf level than a can on its side (does it roll off? No. Then it’s level). Stop spending hard- earned cash on gear that won’t make any difference.

You’re tired, it’s raining, you have a heavy bag. Suddenly, you have a great excuse to phone or hail a cab. I’m not saying cabs don’t have a place, but try this simple rule: if you didn’t need a cab to get there, then you don’t need one back.

The latest, glossy, £40 cookbook from the TV chef du jour; a £30 hardback photo book of China’s splendour; you may think these look good on your coffee table but, seriously, who are you trying to impress? If your visitors don’t like you, then that book won’t change their minds.

It’s January. You decide to get in shape, so you sign up to a gym. Five months later and you’ve been once. There is no point paying a monthly subscription in the hope you change your ways. If nothing else, your bank balance will be healthier.

A night out on the town is great fun, but if you’re not careful your head won’t be the only thing suffering in the morning. Drinks, club entry, the inevitable taxi home, possibly a stop off for your takeaway of choice on the way back, painkillers and isotonic drinks in the morning: £50, easily. Try that once a week and we’re talking thousands over the year. Is it really worth it?

Not having to cook or wash up, table service, a sense of occasion ... there are dozens of reasons that dining out is great. And almost every one of them equally applies to dinner parties. Think about it: is £40 a head a better use of your money than a £10 bottle of wine for the host?

A 20-a-day habit will cost you about £2,200 a year. Still okay with that? Well, £1,600 of that money is tax. You just paid £1,600 to the Treasury for no good reason. Oh, and you’re less likely to die of lung cancer if you give up.

Real honey and jojoba with sandalwood extract, not to mention the pro-vitamin soothing and hydration formula. That clearly means 200ml of bath gel is worth £22. Or you could buy 11 litres of soothing bath gel from a major supermarket or pharmacy brand for the same price. It will get you just as clean, promise.

That new Ford Focus might look lovely on the forecourt. But even in today’s discounted times, you are paying £3,000 more for 
7. Think and answer.
1. Do you personally think men or women are better in the following: driving, car repairs, dieting, identifying infidelity in their partners, fighting infection, D.I.Y., functioning in the world of work, shopping, multi-tasking, telling jokes?
2. Do you associate the roles with men or women or both? Do you think men and women are different in the roles? How?

Text 12. Light years ahead
1. Read the article.

Uganda may be one of the world’s poorest countries, but it has been blessed with a climate that is almost perfect. With sunshine going spare, one Ugandan electrician believes he has the solution to the country’s power shortage − low-tech solar panels that can run anything from a radio to a mobile phone.

The electrician, Fred Kajubi, belongs to an organisation known as the Uganda Change Agents Association, which helps local people learn skills that can make a difference to their lives and their communities. Members of the organisation, who are known as Change Agents, run credit unions, set up self-help groups in villages, become active in local politics and, in Mr Kajubi’s case, promote the use of solar power. He has set up his own small company, Sunshine Solutions, which offers customers a solar panel to meet their every need.

The materials for the solar panels come from a company in Britain called BioDesign, set up five years ago by a retired inventor, Graham Knight. After seeing a TV programme on the invention of a radio powered by clockwork, Mr Knight decided that in some parts of the world, solar power would be a more effective energy resource for radios and similar everyday equipment. He set up a firm to make the components for low-cost solar panels for use in Africa and South America. These are sent out in kit form, together with instructions on how to assemble them. Graham Knight’s panels, which use amorphous silicon, are ten times cheaper than the crystalline silicon panels more commonly used for large-scale solar power production. Sunshine Solutions can therefore sell solar panels that are much less expensive than the ones available in the shops.

Only a small minority of Ugandans currently have access to mains electricity, which leaves most families reliant on batteries to power their radios and on kerosene lamps to light their houses. But for just 15,000 shillings ($8.50), the same price as two months’ supply of batteries, one of the solar panels sold by Sunshine Solutions can run a radio for several years. In spite of this, it’s proving a struggle for the company to persuade people to invest in their solar panels. Although the solar panels work out cheaper than batteries in the long term, the initial cost is more than many people can afford.

Uganda plans to bring power to poor villages over the next five years, with the building of a big dam on the Nile. But even if the ambitious plans for rural electrification succeed, there will still be sections of the population that cannot afford to hook up to the national grid. The experience of the last couple of decades in developing countries is that ambitious schemes are not effective in getting power to the poorest people,’ says Andrew Simms, an expert from the New Economics Foundation in London. ‘Small-scale enterprises have a better track record at getting energy to the people who need it.’ Better still, solar and other renewable energy sources allow countries to avoid the effects of pollution caused by heavy reliance on fossil fuels, Mr Simms says.

Even the World Bank, often criticised for being obsessed with large-scale power projects, recognises that there is place for solar power. According to a World Bank representative, solar power can be an effective complement to grid-based electricity, which is often too costly for sparsely settled and remote areas.

But even cheap technology is hard to sell in a country where half the population lives below the poverty line and there are few effective marketing and distribution channels. Mr Simms believes that the only solution to spreading solar energy more widely is government subsidies, because the initial costs of the solar power panels are beyond most household budgets.

In the meantime, Mr Kajubi is pinning his hopes on the spread of micro-credit schemes that will loan money to families to help them raise the cash for his products. His company has yet to make a profit, although he says sales are picking up. He is planning another trip into the countryside to demonstrate his solar panels as well as a new solar cooker. Asked if he ever gets downhearted, he points to the motto on his workshop wall: Never give up, it says.

Charlotte Denny
2. Complete each sentence with the correct ending A-J from the box.

A ambitious enterprises B amorphous silicon C batteries D cheap technology E clockwork mechanisms F crystalline silicon G mains electricity H energy from renewable sources I in the past J local solutions

1. Graham Knight believes that for some purposes, it may be better to use solar power rather than energy from …
2. Sunshine Solutions’ solar panels are cheap because they 
use …
3. At present, the majority of Ugandans use batteries and kerosene as sources of power, rather than …
4. In the long term, solar panels are a cheaper source of power for radios than …
5. It has been shown that in some places, small-scale projects for energy production are more successful than …
6. Fossil fuels cause more damage to the environment than …
3. Answer the question on the text.

1. What general problem is the text about? 

2. Where does the problem exist? 

3. What could be a possible solution? 

4. What is one drawback to the solution?
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