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Problem statement. Currently, the term “globalization” is very popular. Probably, each scientific work touches upon this process, and there are certain grounds for that. Till the end of ХХ the term “globalization” assumed extraordinary popularity due to new tendencies in all spheres, and primarily in economics. It has been used in debates, in the names of the world’s and separate spheres of activity and science (conferences, scientific studies), used during the process of strategic planning for cooperation not only among specific subjects, but also at the level of international and state cooperation.
The globalization processes are also topical for aviation sphere, namely: creation of global aviation alliances that provides the increase in organization and economic efficiency of air companies functioning though selection of strategic partners, close partner relations among the leading world air companies. The gist of the global unions is the integration of labor, financial, and scientific and technical resources to reach the established objectives in the most effective way, which is cooperation. They apply the achievements of every participant and share the expenditures and challenges of implementing the joint programs.
Currently, it is more beneficial for the companies to create alliances with their competitors than to buy the shares of smaller operators. Creating the alliances, the companies may quickly expand their routes network, increase their market share and limit the access of other operators to the market. Such cooperation provides a joint result for each participant – increase of volumes of air transportation and increase of benefits.
As of today, there are successful global air alliances like Star Alliance, One world and Sky team. They combine 48 large and medium air transportation companies, which provide more than a half of the world’s passenger air transportation amount. Within each alliance the participating companies, preserving their high level of financial independency, conduct a coordinated commercial and tariff policy, coordinate the flight schedule and optimize the route networks. Close commercial and operational cooperation is being developed on the basis of code sharing, interline and tariffs agreements. The participants exercise the shared policy of providing high level unified standards of security of flights and air safety, quality of service, as well as the application of a unified reward programs policy for frequent flyers.
Analysis of recent studies and publications. Current integration processes in the world, their forms, especially the strategic alliances, are topics for study of study for many scientists of economics. Many scientific studies, works and publications have been devoted to the issue of development of the international strategic alliances. These are works of scientists like R. Walles, M. Bobina, A. Dagaev, E. Karpukhina, V. Rokocha, O. Plotnikov, V. Novytskyi, R. Nozdriova, E. Slesarev, M. Grachev [1;2;3;4;5;6] and many other. Though, the limits among the forms of company integration are quite vague and they can be sometimes interpreted ambiguously.
A part of the problem not solved before is to learn the problem and perspectives of global air alliances with an example of Star Alliance, comparing the activity of the given alliance with other global alliances.
Article goal. To fin out the opportunities for development and globalization processes in the world’s aviation. Determination of main factors that facilitate the entry of air companies to the world strategic alliances and the importance of creation of such alliances and their activity in the air services market.
Statement of main information.
Star Alliance networks is a leading global network of air lines which a leader in the number of daily flights, destinations and number of participants.
Star Alliance has the following cooperation forms for its participants:

· Frequent flyer program is an integration of loyalty program that allows passengers of any company to use their miles gained from the flights of any other company of the alliance with the same level of service (except the cheapest class).
· Premium clients of the alliance have access to all rooms (lounges) of the airport of the alliance participant.
· Alliance schedules are harmonized at maximum level possible to enable transit passengers of the air companies to spend less possible time for connection flights.

· Special conditions for round the world and similar flights with the alliance companies, discounts when booking such individual flights.

· Harmonized client service support, organized experience sharing procedure among the air companies of the alliance.

· Cooperation in developing the information technologies.
Star Alliance is a leading global network of air lines established in 1997 as a first real alliance of the air companies. The Alliance participants and their structural units have high level of cooperation in planning, tickets selling, loyalty programs, code sharing, and mutual use of airport terminals that decreases the expenditures and allows experience sharing. The Star Alliance air lines participants are the ones of the most prestigious in the world.
To be become the member of the alliance all the airlines must meet the highest standards of clients servicing, safety and technical infrastructure. Together, they propose pleasant and comfortable trips to almost any place of the world. The main stages in the process of formation and establishment of the Star Alliance are shown in the Table 1.
Table 1

Main stages of Star Alliance establishment
	Year
	Characteristics

	1997
	· Establishment of the Alliance by Air Canada, Lufthansa, Scandinavian Airlines System, Thai Airways International, and United Airlines. 
· Varig joined the Alliance.

	1999
	Ansett Australia, All Nippon Airways and Air New Zealand joined the Alliance.

	2000
	Singapore Airlines, BMI, Mexicana and Austrian Airlines group , including Austrian Airlines, Tyrolean Airways and Lauda Air joined the Alliance.

	2001
	Ansett Australia went bankrupt.

	2003
	Asiana Airlines, LOT Polish Airlines and Spanair joined the Alliance.

	2004
	· US Airways joined the Alliance
· Mexicana left the Alliance
· Adria Airways, Croatia Airlines and Blue1 became the regional members of the Alliance

	2005
	· TAP Portugal joined the Alliance.
After the West Airlines joined the US Airlines under the common name US Airway America, the West Airlines became the member of the Alliance.

	2006
	Swiss International Air Lines and South African Airways joined the Alliance.

	2007
	· Air China and Shanghai Airlines joined the Alliance.
· Varig left the Alliance.

	2008
	Turkish Airlines and EgyptAir joined the Alliance.

	2009
	Air India joined the Alliance.


The Star Alliance experience shows that all its members are divided into „fully legitimate members” and „regional members”. Before becoming the regional member the air company must receive support from the fully legitimate member. In its turn, the fully legitimate members may have affiliated air companies, i.e. those that belong or are contracted with the fully legitimate member of Star Alliance.
Affiliated air companies fall under the control of the fully legitimate Star Alliance member in the sphere of management, policy and income. All the affiliated companies provide their aircrafts to the Star Alliance, usually putting the Star Alliance logo onto them, onto printed materials and advertisements. Sometimes (e.g. the Air New Zealand and BMI Regional) the branding of the “consolidation parent’ legitimate member is so strong that the passengers do not realize that the affiliated air companies are independent.
Currently, the Star Alliance consist of:

· Air companies and their structural units: Star Alliance, Air Canada Jazz, Air China, Air New Zealand, Air Nelson, Eagle Airways, Mount Cook Airline, ANA All Nippon Airways, Air Nippon (except flights to Taipei), Asiana Airlines, Austrian Arrows, BMI, BMI Regional, LOT Polish Airlines, EuroLOT, Lufthansa, Air Dolomiti, Augsburg Airways, Contact Air, Eurowings, Lufthansa CityLine, SAS Scandinavian Airlines System, Shanghai Airlines, Singapore Airlines,  South African Airways, Spanair,  Swiss International Air Lines, Swiss European Air Lines, TAP Portugal, Thai Airways International, Turkish Airlines, United Airlines, US Airways. 
· The regional members are: Adria Airways (supported by Lufthansa); Blue1 (supported by SAS); Croatia Airlines (supported by Lufthansa)

The potential members of the Alliance are the following:

·  Aerolineas Argentinas, as a result of a need to have a large Southern American air company;
·  JetBlue Airways , in December 2007, the Star Alliance member Lufthansa, having bought 19% shares of JetBlue, opened an opportunity to join the alliance of the given company;
·  TACA — air company which is a partner to United Airlines, also signed memorandum of understanding with Lufthansa;
·  TAM — air company is a partner to United Airlines, Lufthansa and TAP Portugal.
The predecessor of the current alliance system before 1993 was a close cooperation between Northwest Airlines and KLM. The establishment of the Star Alliance has become an important step is the history of the world’s aviation and facilitated the establishment of competing alliances like SkyTeam and Oneworld.
SkyTeam Alliance, established in June 22, 2000, is a second by size alliance of air transportation companies after the Star Alliance. It consists of 11 air companies in 4 continents.
The third by size is the Oneworld Alliance that consists of 10 air companies. It was established in 1999 and became the first alliance of the air companies that used the centralized control system. Oneworld is the only alliance that covers fully Australia and has only union with a member of Southern America (LAN Airlines). The comparative characteristic of performances of global air alliances Star Alliance and Oneworld are given in the Table 2.
The distribution analysis of the air companies members to global alliances by the countries and main regions of the world’s air transportation market showed that the air companies from USA, China and Spain are represented in all three alliances, and Great Britain, Finland, Japan, Southern Korea and Mexico are represented in two of them, and that represents the high amount of transportation services and location of air companies members of the alliances in three main regions of the world’s market: European, Asian-Pacific and Southern American regions, and that is stipulated by the location of large air transportation companies in these countries, which are interested in a competitive covering of the market.
Table 2
Basic performances
of global air alliances Star Alliance and Oneworld
	     Performance
	Alliances

	
	Star Alliance
	Oneworld

	
	United Airlines
	Lufthansa
	SAS
	Air Canada
	Thai Airways International
	BMI
	American Airlines
	British Airways
	«Canadian Airlines»
	Cathay Pacific
	Finnair
	Qantas Airways

	Number of routes
	257
	271
	100
	116
	73
	122
	237
	255
	135
	47
	60
	105

	Countries of destination
	32
	88
	34
	25
	35
	23
	49
	102
	13
	25
	27
	33

	Number of passengers transported, mln.
	84,2
	44,5
	20,8
	17,5
	14,8
	9,9
	93,0
	41,0
	11,0
	10,0
	7,2
	19,0

	Aircrafts fleet
	576
	326
	168
	243
	74
	87
	856
	330
	131
	63
	58
	139

	Gross income, bln. USD.
	17,4
	13,0
	5,1
	3,9
	3,1
	3,4
	18,5
	9,1
	2,6
	4,2
	1,5
	5,3


The average annual transportation load, which is about 33 mln persons, who fall into one of the alliance members SkyTeam and Оneworld have the leading position (including Mexicana), in the same time the Star Alliance has the figure of 20,8 mln passengers.
In addition, Star Alliance is the leader in the number of passengers and the number of participants, because it is represented by 24 air companies.
It is necessary to mention that 55 base airports of Star Alliance are located in four main regions of the world’s market of air transportation, these are: Europe — 22, Asian-Pacific — 17; Southern America — 14; Africa — 2. The route network of Star Alliance has more than 16.500 daily flights to 912 destinations in 160 countries. The fleet of the alliance has more than 3.3 thousand aircrafts, and the number of employees is about 394 thousand persons.

SkyTeam consists of 11 fully legitimate members: Air France and KLM, Delta, NWA, Continental, Korean Air, Alitalia, Aeromexico, CSA, China Southern, “Aeroflot” and three associated members: Air Europa, Copa Airlines and Kenya Airways. The associated companies cooperate with the alliance on the basis of an agreement on participation in the program on associated air companies under tutorship of the guarantor from current member of the alliance: Air France — Air Europa, Continental — Copa Airlines, KLM — Kenya Airways. The applicants to associated members are the Lebanese Middle East Airlines (guarantor — Air France), Romania Tarom (Alitalia) and Portugal Airlines. 
19 base airports of SkyTeam are located in five main regions of the air transportation market of the world: Europe - 7; Northern America - 5; Asian-Pacific - 4; Latin America and the Caribbean - 2; Africa - 1. The route network of SkyTeam has 16.787 daily flights to 905 destinations in 169 countries, and the number of employees is about 360 thousand persons, the fleet is about 2.5 thousand long-range aircrafts.

Оneworld has a fully covered route network in Australia and Southern America. 24 base airports of the alliance are located in five main regions of the air transportation market of the world: Europe; Asian-Pacific; Northern America; Latin America and Caribbean, and the Near East. The route network of the alliance has 8.419 daily flights to 673 destinations in 134 countries, the fleet is more than 2.2 thousand aircrafts, and the number of employees is about 303 thousand persons.

The conducted study of the global alliances activity, in our opinion, allows determining the following factors, which facilitate the access of the state to such alliances.
1. Changes in world’s economics. Under the current conditions of globalization, the countries of the world become more and more dependent, which causes the increase in demand for air transportation in the world scale. The establishment of Star Alliance became an answer to such tendency.
2. Successful development of other acting alliances. Globalization forced many countries to introduce the policy of free trade, privatization, open market, and also the open policy of air space. This caused fierce competition among the commercial airlines of various countries of the world. Unions and alliances became a necessity, which provides advantages in route networks, which a single company would not be able to organize because of huge expenditures and lack of necessary resources. Alliances are formed with the aim to assist the air companies in distributing the mutual expenses (joint offices, booking and selling, etc).

3. Shift in passengers’ requirements. Before Star Alliance appeared, the air companies which are a part of the alliance now, conducted a study to find out what the passengers expect from air companies, and what the requirements are during a flight. They found out that in era of news and information technologies people started to travel more, the choice of the available transportation has become wider. The study showed that the passengers liked direct flight of the air companies. Star Alliance was formed to meet these requirements effectively, which would be impossible to do for any separate air company.
Conclusions. Establishment of global alliances became a reverberation of the economic integration processes, which are taking part in Europe, Northern America and Asian-Pacific region. However, contrary to the majority of economic spheres, where globalization of economics led to establishment of transnational corporations, the real merging and take over in the sphere of air transportation were impossible for a long period of time because the notion of national airlines is considered to be an integral part of the state sovereignty. These were the political restrictions that led to establishment of global air companies alliances in their present condition.

The processes of merging and taking over in the sphere of air transportation are conducted within the established alliances with their coordinated commercial cooperation.
List of used sources:

1. Бобина М.А., Грачев М.В. Международный бизнес. Стратегия альянсов. - Издательство: Дело, 2006.
2. Дагаев А.А. Международные стратегические альянсы в автомобильной промышленности России. – „Менеджмент в России и за рубежом” №2 / 2001
3. Е.А.Карпухина "Международные стратегические альянсы. Опыт исследования". - Издательство: Дело и сервис, 2004 г.
4. Роберт Уоллес "Стратегические альянсы в бизнесе”. - Издательство: Добрая книга, 2005г.
5. http://ru.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_Alliance
