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ASSESMENT, TESTING AND EVALUATION

One of the jobs we are always asked to do as teachers i 10 asess our studens.
1 other words, we e roquired {0 say how good - o bad - they are. So any teacher
can benafit from  book on testig.

I you are interested in finding out something about testing and applylng it 0
your clasies, then thisis the artele for you. If you are interested in improving tesing

niguies you olreacy use and intiating new ways cf esting, dren it s for you.*

“Teating has, traitionally, measured the results of studont performane.

We choose some represeniative samples of language.

‘We measure whether a siudent can us these samples

We then try to quantify this by turning it into 2 mark or gade.

Werkeep  record of these marks an use this 1o give an end assessrien.

Over fime, al tsting thecry (whether languagss or shampoo deve.opment) has.
eaditionally been based on a sei-scientific procedure, namely

1 Measure the performance

2 Do something 0 affet te performance.

3 Measure the performanes again and compare the difference.

‘Applying, this raditional testing procedure or model to language leamers has
meant fhai the language learne is treated as a kind of plant. We measure the plant,
upply the new fertliser, and then measure the plant again to see what efct the fertil-
Ser has had. As language teachers, we aply a placement test, teach, and then give an
achievement tes 10 see how much better the students are.

In other words, testing is generally concermed with enumeration, that i, turring
performance into numbers.

There are many groups who have an interestin assessing a studsnts abilies:
\cachers, heads of cepartments, parents, governments and, of course, the students
hemselves. However, we all share the same four main reasons for assessment:

1. 10 compare siudents with each other

210 see i students meet ¢ particulas standard

3. 10 help the students leaming

410 check if ths teaching programme s dois
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Every time we ask students o answer & question to which we airoady kiow the
e, e a1 iving them o ind of sk Mok o ot el 1 It .
Lesting stodents Knowladge. Here are some ecamples.

He sudies Fnglish al the Un'versity.

They .7

Find a word in hefext tha means cndeligonts

O the tape, whete does lelen el Tom she wants o visi hr elaives

What s the main idea of paragraph 47

Dictation: Wite down the ollowis

So that part of our lesson fish

WHAL40 you think we are geing 1o do ixt?

Language teachersare ometimes asked 1 say what s he st st o th best ech-
sigue. Such questions vl a misunderstanding of what isinvolyed in the pratice of
anguage tesing. In fact here is n> bt e cr bes echrique. The msumption fhat has
e made therefore i hat cach esng ituaon 1 nlqus and so st parcular st
ing problem. I s the tester's b o rovide the best solutcn 1o that probm.

“The same is true of al evaluation: there s o ight answer. Thre s ol o prob-
Tem, and the answer ¢ that problem wil ltostcertaily be different i your univer-

th your safF and your students han in another unversity.

We willtry o esplain the soncepis and give yor some idess. But, nevitably,
you may view many our ideas as dealistc, fescibing s perfect scenaic’. I is up 10
Sou 0 use vhat you can, adapt what you can and omit what you know you car do in
Sour stuation. Like al probiems that affet ofs o people, any solaion willbe esull
o talking, arguing and final agreement, Thia might {ake some time to do, but we owe
s 10 the sudens. Our assessments may aflet thei ives [or yeas (0 come.

Sometimes, though, teachers can e confused abot whether tey are esching or
(esting. We can think v are teaching when we are nctaly tesing. This is pariculaly
{roe when we try 10 tezch the four skill: reading, Wrting, speaking and listning. Here
language teachers fice  major problem. We don really Know cnough; tht i, e are

i cear rules about good lstening, eading and other kil All we Fave arc some rather
eneralised deas such s skimming and scaming, and these are ot detaled enough 1o
lp us work out an efcive and proggesive coching programme.

‘I other words, when faced with a skillthat i difTclt 10 teach, such as good
cning, we rormally answer ths problem in onc of two ways. ither we give the stu-
dents lots of opportunities to show what they Know 50 we can scs if they'e improv-
ng, We ask thean 10 read, wite or lisien (0 texts of inreasing linguistic complexity
and hope they keep the same general resuls or even improve; or we keep the same
texts and increase the complexity of the questions. Thi i a bitlke a doctor saying: «
1 don’tkaow what caused your lness or why you're geting beter, but yourtempera-
e is going down. All we can do to teack the four skill i cxpose sudeets o lan-
‘uage and take their femperature v tesing lo see if they're g
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Who sets the tes’s staadardu/riteri?

Tlow are the results used? To compare students? To assess the teaking pro-
gramre? For other reasons?

“Thore are, 18 we ahall see in many ways of assessing students. But probably e
most common methad of assessment s a testWe can use the following ess:

~proficiency tsts examine a gererl tandard in bily, regrdiess of e e
ing programme, 3
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