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SALE OF THE MOON AND FUNCTIONS OF LAW

In the article the authors have considered the legal aspects of  sale of the Moon and other celestial bodies and purchasing of these objects by natural persons in modern Ukraine. The legal side of this question was discovered. The legal consequences of this type of legal relations were analysed and described. It was discovered the importance to carry out general social functions of law in the sphere of the investigated  problem by the state to defence the rights and legal interests of the citizens of Ukraine.
It is very popular to buy piece of land of the Moon or other celestial bodies by Ukrainians and foreigners nowadays. Advertisement and discussions in mass media intensify the interest to this question. The proposition to be the owner of land on the Moon, Mars or Venus is very interesting, but there is a question about legality of this. It is obligatory to consider and analyse the international legal documents, which regulate the space relations, to decide investigated question. 
According to the article II of the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States 
in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, which was adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nation Organization in 1967, outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, is not subject to national appropriation by claim of sovereignty, by means of use or occupation, or by any other means [1]. There is the same norm in the Declaration of Legal Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, which was adopted unanimously by the United Nations General Assembly on 13 December 1963. According to the article 3 of this document outer space and celestial bodies are not subject to national appropriation by claim of sovereignty, by means of use or occupation, or by any other means [2].
There is a legal act, which regulates the activities of the states on the Moon and other celestial bodies. This is Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies. The Moon Agreement was considered by the Legal Subcommittee from 1972 to 1979. The Agreement was adopted by the General Assembly on 5 December 1979. According to the part 2 of the article 11 of the Moon Agreement the moon is not subject to national appropriation by any claim of sovereignty, by means of use or occupation, or by any other means. According to the part 2 of the same article neither the surface nor the subsurface of the moon, nor any part thereof or natural resources in place, shall become property of any State, international intergovernmental or non- governmental organization, national organization or non-governmental entity or of any natural person. The placement of personnel, space vehicles, equipment, facilities, stations and installations on or below the surface of the moon, including structures connected with its surface or subsurface, shall not create a right of ownership over the surface or the subsurface of the moon or any areas thereof. [3].
On the base of the information it is possible to make a conclusion, that sale of the Moon and other celestial bodies is illegal, because it contradicts to the norms of international space law. But there is a question why organizations, which sale piece of land of the Moon and other celestial bodies, continue their activity legally and why the famous and educated people buy such type of goods? The conflict of international law (collision) relatively the acquisition of right to property on parts of celestial bodies is the reason of this process. 

The Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, which sets, that any celestial body is not subject to national appropriation, does not deprive of this right legal and natural persons. The United Nation Organization tried to shut this problem and proposed the Moon Agreement. This agreement was opened for signing on 18 of December 1979 and entered into force on 11 of July 1984 [4, p. 73]. But during the voting only 6 states-members of UNO from 185 ratified this document. Nowadays the most part of the states do not want to ratify the Moon Agreement.  
According to the article 11 of the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties, which was done at Vienna on 23 May 1969 and entered into force on 27 January 1980, the consent of a State to be bound by a treaty may be expressed by signature, exchange of instruments constituting a treaty, ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, or by any other means if so agreed [5]. According to the part 2 of the article 19 of the Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, this Agreement shall be subject to ratification by signatory States.
Nowadays there is the collision in international space law about the problem of sale of the Moon and other celestial bodies. Dennis Hope, the citizen of the United States of America have used this conflict in space law. In 1980 he handed the application to the state department in California and got the document, which is certify his ownership on the all planets of the Solar System and 53 objects, except  Earth and Sun. According to the laws in California, if thing has no owner, if there is no other candidate, this thing can become the property of one, who asks about it the first. Mister Hope used this right, after this he told the USA, China, USSA, UNO, waited 3 years term and began the process of sale. The Luna Embassy Commission works since 1980. During this time more than two millions pieces of land of the Moon and more than ten thousand on Mars and Venus were sold. The main company is located in Nevada in the USA. There is the official website of the company (www.lunarembassy.com). The local offices are opened in many different states. For example: Austria, Byelorussia, Denmark, Estonia, Canada, Latvia, Lithuania, Germany, New Zealand, Norway, Russia, Rumania, Hungary, Finland, France, Czech Republic, Sweden, Japan and other. In Ukraine the Lunar embassy department works in Kiev since 2000. 
If the person wants to buy the part of the Moon or other celestial bodies, this person must ask any department of the Lunar Embassy, tell his or her name, surname, date and place of birth and place of residence. The person will get the following documents: Certificate about ownership on the Moon, The Lunar Constitution and Bill of Rights and the map of the visible side oh the Moon. The term of preparation of the documents is one day. Delivery on the territory of Ukraine is free. The new owner is registered in the register of celestial bodies owners and after this she or he get the identification code. The dimensions of parcel of land is one acre. It is possible to create the Moon republic and maybe all buyers will get moon citizenship and get Passport of the space investigator. The buyer may chose the location of the part of the Moon or other planets of the Solar System, but in the limits of the territory, which is sold in the moment of the contract. But it is impossible to buy parcel of land of the Moon, which is the territory of the landing of the soviet and american spaceships. Mister Hope wants to create the national park on these territories, which will be free for everybody. There is very interesting proposition on the website of the Lunar embassy to buy the parts of the Moon and other celestial bodies with aim to make a special present or become the neighbour of the famous people, invest money or become the owner of mineral wealth. It is also the effective PR-instrument.   
But really all financial operations with celestial bodies are illegal. That is why sale of the Moon and other planets of the Solar System is only the way to get money of the people, who do not know about legal side of sale and purchase of celestial bodies. Mister Hope sells beautiful papers with the location of the parts of the Moon and other planets of the Solar System [6]. “If you are going to buy land on the Moon, you have got to understand that this is for entertainment purposes only. The company selling the land does not have the rights to it, and no other organization on Earth will respect the property right claim” [7]. 

The ratification of the Moon Agreement is time question. There will be the real question about the actions of the people, who have bought the space property, and their money. It is improbably, that Mister Hope will pay back money. It is obligatory to stop the process of sale of Moon and other celestial bodies. But the states do not want to do it fast. Maybe there is financial interest in this. Mister Hope gives much money to the space investigations. For example, he with government of the USA have sent up the launch to investigate the Moon [8]. 
According to the part 1 of the article I of the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies, the Moon and all celestial bodies are the acquisition of all mankind. According to the part 2 of the article I of this Treaty outer space, including the moon and other celestial bodies, shall be free for exploration and use by all States without discrimination of any kind, on a basis of equality and in accordance with international law, and there shall be free access to all areas of celestial bodies [1]. That is why it is necessary to explain the collision in the norms of international space law in the field of sale of the Moon and other celestial bodies, which is provided nowadays.
There is sale of the Moon and other planets of the Solar System in Ukraine more than 11 years. But the state does not want to do actions to stop this process. It is possible to regulate this question with the help of law, which is the regulator of social relations in Ukraine. Law influences to the society through the help of functions of law. There are two group of functions of law. They are: general social and special legal functions. Informative (communicative), orientation, educational, evaluational, gnosiological (cognitive), humanistic and other are general social functions of law. Special legal functions are regulative and protective functions. Informative (communicative), orientation, educational functions play very important role in society. The informative function of law informs the people about the will of the legislator and about their rights, freedoms and duties. The role of the educational functions of law is priceless, because this function influences on consciousness, conduct of the people and forming of the person in society. The level of legal culture and legal consciousness in Ukraine, decrease of quantity of offences, esteem to the rights and duties of the members of society, law and state depends on the effectiveness of  educational function of law in our state. The orientation function of law describes the reasons of orientations of the legal conduct for all subjects of legal relations in Ukraine.
The state must pay attention to the problem of sale of the Moon and other celestial bodies in Ukraine and take all due measures to stop this process, because it have to defence all citizens of Ukraine. The state must carry out the functions of law, especially informative, educational and orientation. For example, it is necessary to inform Ukrainians about illegality of financial operations with celestial bodies with help of television, newspapers, magazines etc. It is obligatory to pay attention to the legal side of this question to all citizens understand, that to buy celestial bodies is mistake and a right of ownership on the Moon and other planets of the Solar System is illusion. It is necessary to repeat these methods time to time. The state must ratify the Agreement Governing the Activities of States on the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies very fast with the aim to defence rights and legal interests of the citizens of Ukraine. It is necessary to stop the activity of the Lunar embassy in Ukraine by legal methods after the ratification of the Moon Agreement. It is obligatory to shut the department of this company in Ukraine and stop sale of celestial bodies, because this type of business is offence. It is unreal to punish for this offence in Ukraine, because there is the collision in international space law. But the state can and must defence the citizens of Ukraine and take all due measures for this. This step is necessary, because the citizens can esteem only the state, the law and the state power, which can really defence them.
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