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Working well in groups

“The group as anatural framework forlearning

“The group seems to be & naural framework for the way ideas are worked with
in the real world. People, on the whole, enjoy shiring ideas, leaming from one
another, and cooperating. In the workplace, people heve discovered that cooperation
s 2 much better tool than compeition. Committees, boards, cohorts, and teams do the
work of the world through commun

ion. 1t scems only natural that the lany

classroom, which really is a laboratory in communication, should do a great deal of
s work in groups.

In large multilevel classes, group wor

obviously a key slement as it ensbles
students (0 earn from one another. When working ir small sroups, sudents have 2

reater ehance to practice oral fluency. Sudents arc also far less intimidated in a

small group, and once they become familiar

th the procedure, they usully enjoy
Sharing ideas and pracising new langage sructurcs in this format
Some difficulties
Groug work, hewever, does mot always come easly (o the classroom. Many
classes are simply not ised (0 Working in groups and many even express  preference.
forthe famillar teacher-fronted process. Another problem i tht lthough the group s
a place for growth and practice, it can also easily beceme a hidey-hole for the student
who somehow assumes that the group's progress is automatically hisher own
progress. It may thercfore take some patience, consistent effor, and careful raining
o form effective group work.
Training for group work
Students need to learn how 1o work in group setings. They need t recognize
the right of everyone to speak. They need to learn not o monopolize the group, ani
icent and shy ons 1o speak. They nexd to pracice specific

how to encourage the
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inafeeling of control ard sivth proeess.

stsit in @ group and never coniribute

Whatabout the students who jus 1

i s st Ikely the siudent w10 would ot coniribute mich in o

Famenork,and chanees are tht the group structure will creale some peer presa

it will motivate this stadent more than a teacher possibly could. e arc v
possibiles o seivatethose pasive students:

Give them the task of group facilitaior. (The person who has 1o sec 10 it 11
everyone inthe group ges a chance 0 speak.)

Give them the task of ‘enzourager’ (The person who has 1o find someilir
‘gpod in what other students say and point this out.)

Letthem be the ones that ook up new words in the dicticnary

Make a rule that during any group discussion, each group member it
eontibute 1o the discussion a cerain number of times

Ask these studerts o be responsible for presenting the group summary

Group work s bestused when it is rot the anly classroom interaction paien
but when it s combined with many other srategi
works better when we provide a great deal of variety. We cun plan
include teacherfronted work, inividual work, and pair work, 1 well s o w0
If we plan corectly, our lessons will become an interesting bals
contolled practice in pairs, frce practie in groups and individual perfonn
through mingling strategies.

s, Indeed, the large multilevel ¢!





