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Fundamentals of criminal law
Criminal law is a branch of the law of Ukraine, the norms of which determine the general principles of criminal responsibility, an exhaustive list of crimes that are crimes, and penalties that can be applied to those who commit them.

The sources of criminal law are:

1) the Constitution of Ukraine;

2) the Criminal Code of Ukraine;

3) Decision of the Constitutional Court;

4) Resolution of the Plenum of the Supreme Court of Ukraine;

5) international agreements;

6) the Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms;

7) the practice of the European Court of Human Rights.

The main features of the Criminal Law of Ukraine as a branch of law: a) its norms are established only by the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine; b) it manifests itself only in the form of the Criminal Code of Ukraine; c) the main methods of criminal law are the prohibition, permission, promotion. The legislation of Ukraine on criminal liability should coincide with the provisions contained in the current international treaties, the consent of which was binding on Ukraine by the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine. The Criminal Code of Ukraine (hereinafter - the Criminal Code of Ukraine) was adopted by the seventh session of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine on April 5, 2001 and entered into force on September 1, 2001. It is the only source of criminal law that defines criminality and punishment of an act [1, p. 223-224].

The Criminal Code of Ukraine consists of two parts - the General Part, 15 sections of which contain 108 articles, and the Special Part, 20 sections, which unite over 350 articles. In addition, the Code has a "Final and Transitional Provisions" and an annex containing a list of property that is not subject to confiscation by court judgment.
Classification of crimes

In accordance with Part 1 of Art. 11 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, a crime is a socially dangerous guilty act (action or inaction), committed by the subject of a crime. Consequently, the objective side of the crime can be expressed in form of action or in the form of inactivity. Under action means active, conscious and socially dangerous behavior, and under inactivity - the failure of the guilty person to certain actions that she should do under these circumstances. As a rule, a person who committed a crime that has drawn socially dangerous consequences as a result of inactivity is punishable less than a person who has acted actively (compare Article 115 and Part 3, Article 135) [1, p. 225].

In accordance with Part 1 of Art. 12 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine, the main criterion in the classification of crimes is the degree of gravity. Depending on the severity of the crime, the crimes are divided into crimes of moderate severity, gravity, gravity and especially severe.

A crime of minor gravity is a crime for which up to 2 years of imprisonment or a milder punishment can be imposed.

A crime of moderate gravity is a crime for which the maximum sentence is no more than 5 years' imprisonment.

A serious crime is a crime for which there is a penalty of imprisonment for a term of not more than 10 years.

Particularly grave is the crime for which the maximum penalty is a term of imprisonment of more than 10 years.
Types of criminal penalties

Punishment is a measure of coercion, which is applied on behalf of the state by a court order to a person found guilty of committing a crime, and consists in the restriction of the rights and freedoms of the convicted person provided for by law. It aims not only at punishment, but also in the correction of convicts, as well as in preventing the commission of new crimes both by convicted persons and other persons. Punishment does not have the purpose of causing physical suffering or humiliating human dignity [2, p. 359].
The following types of punishment may be imposed on the persons found guilty of a crime:

1) fine;

2) deprivation of military, special rank, rank, rank or qualification class;

3) deprivation of the right to occupy certain positions or engage in certain activities;

4) public works;

5) corrective labor;

6) service restrictions for servicemen;

7) confiscation of property;

8) arrest;

9) restriction of freedom;

10) holding in a disciplinary battalion of servicemen;

11) imprisonment for a certain term;

12) life imprisonment.
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