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THE ROLE OF SLANG IN MODERN  

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
Language changes all the time. New words, phrases always appear as 

confirmation of language evolution. The young in the UK often use words 
and pronunciations that can be very different to those used by adults. 
Living in a multicultural society has an effect on language, especially on 
young people, whose friends are often from a mix of backgrounds. 
Television, music, internet and game industry also have a big impact on 
the language of the young.  

The problem is the main role of the slang and tasks it deals with. 
According to the Oxford dictionary, slang is a type of language used 

by a particular group of people - e.g. teenagers - or by people in a 
particular occupation - e.g. members of the army. It can act as a kind of 
code: using slang creates a sense of identity or belonging among members 
of the group and effectively excludes outsiders. It's better to avoid using 
this sort of language in general contexts as people outside the group in 
question may not understand it, or may well interpret it wrongly. 

Slang terms are often very short-lived: most of them will never 
become well established. But some do pass into standard English in time. 
Here are some examples of words that started life as slang but are now 
part of everyday language. 

Slang is the part of constant change. Not all slang expressions 
disappear out of the language after they’ve served their purpose, or as the 
generation who used them assumes adulthood. Such words as: trip, bet, 
donkey, shabby, chap, bore, cab, kidnap used to be slang, but later were 
incorporated into formal English language. 

Slang keeps English fresh expressing the current life and events. It 
enhances the English language by adding words that describe what people 
of the era are doing and feeling. 

Slang helps people to communicate with each other. Slang is often 
used as a way to appear friendly to someone or to show that you belong 
with a certain group of people or that you understand popular culture. It 
shows that you are part of the "in crowd" and that the slang you share is 
part of your secret language. It also helps to get an idea across for people 
with the same profession (for ex. plunger - saber, length – 42 lines in 
drama). 



Slang helps linguisticians to learn history of the language. Some slang 
words have been part of the English language for many years. 

Finally, slang is a unique historical phenomenon that is used for 
convenience and includes social aspects of British everyday life. So, slang 
can possess such roles as: the component of the English language 
evolution, the indicator of informal language, the assistant in 
communication and historical indicator. 
 
 


